
1

STEP OUT OF YOUR WORLD
AND FOLLOW JESUS INTO THE MARGINS

Witness despair and hope in a brothel in Bangladesh.
See how God is working in the midst of the Syria refugee crisis.

Join Christ in the midst of extreme poverty in Uganda.

September 10-13, 2015 | Crossview Covenant Church
Learn how you can be a part of the experience

AUGUST
2015TIDINGS NEWSLETTER
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FOLLOWING JESUS INTO THE MARGINS                                                 by Pastor Brad Jackson

We’ve been offered a wonderful opportunity 
this fall to host the World Vision Experience, 
a 20-minute mobile exhibit focused on global 
issues of justice for children. From Sept. 10-
13, you and your friends will have a chance to 
see life through the eyes of people enduring 
unimaginable adversity, and reflect on how 
Jesus calls us to bring hope to the suffering. We 
want this to be a blessing to our church, to other 
churches in Mankato, and to our city. 

The biggest way you can join us in this is by 
inviting your friends. We think this is one of those 
events that an unchurched friend would be willing 
to come check out, even before they’d consider 
going “to church.” Share Crossview’s Facebook 
event, give them an invite card, or email them the 

website link, where they can go online and reserve 
a “front of the line” ticket to tour the exhibit 
(www.crossviewcovenant.org/wvexperience).

Another important way to support this event is by 
volunteering. There are about 50 volunteer slots 
to fill over the four-day exhibit, and most shifts 
are about three to five hours long. The World 
Vision staff will train you, and you’ll get to help 
our community see where God is working in the 
margins of society. Sign up to volunteer online 
(www.crossviewcovenant.org/wvexperience) or 
at the Community Life desk on Sunday.

Finally, please pray. Pray that God would open 
our eyes to the brokenness and darkness of our 
world, and learn how we can answer Jesus’ call 
to be a light in those dark places. 

Parents: Please be aware that the World Vision Experience focuses on some of the greatest needs of our 
day. Due to the sensitive nature of child protection and human trafficking, parental discretion is advised.
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Team World Vision - Crossview is 
helping bring clean water to children!  

Over 60 people from Crossview have committed 
to completing one of the Mankato Marathon races 
(10K, half, or full marathon) on Sunday, Oct. 18 as a 
fundraiser for World Vision’s water projects in Africa. 
Our team includes walkers, brand-new runners, and 
experienced marathoners, but we have one thing in 
common: we want all children in Africa to have life-
changing clean water. Below are the stories of some 
of our team members. 

Karen Herwig: As Keith and I enter the world of 
empty-nesters, I find myself trying to figure out 
“what next?” I’ve been blessed to serve the Lord as a 
Sunday School Teacher, Cubbies Director and Jr. High 
Leader, throwing in a bit of music here and there. I’m 
continually amazed to know that God uses people as 
crazy & sinful as me for His mighty purpose. God has 
been so good, and I want so much just to serve and 
honor Him - so now as I say “what next?” I am ready 
to venture out into something I frankly have never had 
any personal desire to do. But here I am Lord, send 
me! Here we go! This gal is gonna RUN! Okay stop 
laughing! For real - I’m running the 2015 Mankato 
Half Marathon for World Vision to help provide clean 
water for communities in Africa. The needs are real, 
but we believe that we can end the clean water crisis 
in our lifetime. 

Chris Murphy: I’ve never run an organized race 
before, but when I heard about this, I felt compelled 
to do something radical and step out in my faith.  So I 
am going to participate in the Mankato Half Marathon 
and sacrifice my time (training), and money to help do 
God’s work, and try to help bring a better life to these 

people. $50 = clean water for 1 person for a lifetime. 
Think about that for a second: skipping one dinner 
out with your spouse or a couple cups of coffee from 
your favorite coffee shop, and you could provide 
clean water for one person for their entire life.  

Steve & Kristin Baty (and kids): TWO half marathon 
runners + TWO KidsK runners + ONE diaper dash baby 
= all FIVE BATYS running with Team World Vision! We 
believe this is an excellent opportunity to tangibly be 
an expression of the gospel in action, practice our 
faith, and learn how to live it out as a family.

You can be part of 
Team World Vision - Crossview

JOIN THE TEAM
Sign up for Crossview’s team at:
www.teamworldvision.org/team/crossview

SUPPORT THE TEAM
• Be praying for Crossview’s team members.
• Serve as a Saturday morning group run host.** 
• Donate to a team member (go to the link above 

to see our team roster).

CROSSVIEW KIDS CAN JOIN TOO!
If your child wants to run the Mankato Marathon 5K 
or Kids K on Saturday, Oct. 17 as a fundraiser for 
Team World Vision, they can join our “Crossview 
Kids” team!**

**Contact Lisa Putrah for more details 
    (lputrah@crossviewcov.org or 507-387-5606)
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CHIC 2015                                                                         
by Shoshana Bruner, High School Student 
On July 11th, we headed off to Knoxville, Tennessee 
for CHIC 2015. CHIC is where thousands of high 
school students come together for a full week of 
live music, fun activities, and, most importantly, 
learning more about their faith. The students in our 
group were in awe of the sheer number of people 
from throughout the U.S., Canada and abroad, all 
there to worship and learn. 

Over the years, CHIC has been modified and 
innovated, but key points remain: small group 
Bible study and devotion, large group gatherings 
with speakers and music, and outdoor recreation. 
Through these experiences, we created great 
memories, formed new friendships, and learned 
more than we thought possible. 

Every CHIC has a special theme or main idea 
that students learn about. This year, the theme 
was “Shift”: shifting your focus in life and going 
toward Jesus. All of the speakers used different 
techniques when speaking, but all included the 
idea of shifting our focus. The speakers at CHIC 
included Ben Stuart, Lecrae, Judy Peterson, Eugene 
Cho, and Louie Giglio. They stated how important 
it is to shift our lives, and I personally learned so 
much from their messages. A few examples of 
how we can shift our lives are: getting rid of the 
“shiny things” (temptations) in our lives, finding 
self-worth through God and knowing we can let go 
of our shame and guilt, understanding that Jesus 

paid for all of our sins because He loves us, and 
shifting towards missions and the mission God has 
for us and the people around us. 

As I write this, we are still in the middle of CHIC, 
and I can feel the shift that has been made in my 
friends, and my own heart so far this week. Whether 
it was during small groups, seminars, main stage 
with artists Lecrae and For King and Country, or just 
spending time with friends, this week has brought 
new and renewed relationships.

CHIC is also a place that inspires students to live 
transformed lives for Jesus Christ. People have 
found hope, healing and answers during the time 
we’ve been here in Tennessee. One of the big 
points at CHIC this year is Project Blue. Project 
Blue was launched in partnership with Covenant 
World Relief, and through Project Blue we can do 
three things: become aware of the need for clean 
water and sanitation in the world; become engaged 
in the issues of injustice that exist due to the lack 
of clean water; and work together to raise funds for 
the work that Covenant World Relief and CHIC 2015 
are doing to provide clean water and sanitation for 
all of God’s people. On Wednesday (July 15) we 
did an interactive workshop learning about Project 
Blue and the people whom this project is helping 
worldwide.

Tomorrow we will leave CHIC and go back to 
Minnesota, and I look forward to being with you all 
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again. We have all been so blessed to be at CHIC, 
and to have Jesus shaping each of our hearts and 
minds. We created amazing memories and shifts in 
our faith. I hope and pray that all of us remember 

what we learned and felt this past week. What I do 
know is that we will all remember this extraordinary 
time of worship, growing in faith, and fun memories 
for years to come.

Wednesday Nights
Starting Sept. 16 at Crossview

Middle School (6:15-7:30 p.m.)
High School (7:30-8:45 p.m.)

Join us each week at Crossview! We’ll have ping pong, Xbox, dodgeball, a café, space to connect 
with friends, and a time to dig into God’s word together in smaller community.

Volunteer opportunities in Student Ministries! 
For more details, contact Mikey Bechtold (507-387-5606 or mbechtold@crossviewcov.org).

Middle School Leader (Open to high school students and older): Help create an environment for middle 
school students to find a genuine community by co-leading and building close friendships each week 
in a small group of students (Wednesday nights from 6:00-7:30 p.m.).

High School Leader (Open to young adults and older): Help create an environment for high school 
students to find a genuine community by co-leading and building close friendships each week in a 
small group of students (Wednesday nights from 7:30-9:00 p.m.).

Cafe Helpers (Open to high school students and older): Stock and supervise the cafe for middle & high 
school students, including selling candy, soda, and special snacks, as requested (Wednesday nights 
from 6:00-8:00 p.m.).

Administrative Assistant (Open to high school students and older): Assist in preparing mailings, 
managing databases, and other projects as needed. Most projects may be done from home.

Event/Trip Chaperone (Open to young adults and older): Be available to help chaperone overnight 
events or trips with our students. Any registration and meal costs are covered. 
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“Camp is awesome 
because you can wear 

the same socks all week.” 
- Bodhi, age 10

“Camp is awesome because you don’t have to shower!” - Aidan, age 11

“Camp is AMAZING! 

There is no place like it. 

I look forward to it all year 

long.” - Oliviah, age 14

“I felt camp was
important because I 

wanted my son to join with 
other kids his age, in a fun 

environment, to learn more about God, 
and join with all the kids in worship. I 
have fond memories of camp as a kid, 
and I wanted him to experience that as 
well. Sam loved it! He says camp was 
awesome and hopes more kids come 

next year!” - Cherise, mom of 
first-time camper Sam 

(Frontier Kids)

by DeAnna Petersen, Children’s Ministries
2015 was an amazing summer...Crossview sent 
63 campers to Lake Beauty Bible Camp this year! 
“LBBC” is a lot of fun – horse riding, zip lines, 
swimming, tubing and biking - but camp is not 
just about the fun, or the number of children who 
attended; it’s about the decisions they make while 
there. Camp is a safe place where kids can escape 
the fast-paced, technology-driven world in which 
we live, and connect in a new way with the One 
who gives us life. This year, campers made first-
time decisions for Christ, recommitments to follow 
Christ, commitments to share Christ with a friend, 
commitments to pray for friends who don’t share 
their faith, and commitments to 
grow in their walk by reading their 

Bible, praying, and attending worship services and/
or Bible studies. The Children’s Ministries team 
celebrates these decisions and is excited to assist 
them in following through with commitments made 
at LBBC.  

Seventeen of the children who attended this summer 
did so because of generous camp scholarship 
donations. Without those donations they wouldn’t 
have been able to afford to attend camp. The money 
you donate to the LBBC scholarship fund makes an 
eternal difference in the lives of children! Thank you 
for making camp possible for so many children this 
summer. What can you do now that camp is over? 
Pray for these children as they begin to live into the 

commitments made at camp this 
summer.

“Camp was SO 
GREAT but the BEST 

THING was CHAPEL.” 
- Kaden, age 10

LAKE BEAUTY BIBLE CAMP 2015       
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Crossview Day Camp: Aug. 10-13 (9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.)
For ages K-4th grade (completed)

Camp Shamineau is bringing a fun and exciting camp experience to our own community! Kids will enjoy 
Biblical teaching, worship, games, small group discussions, activities, crafts and more with Camp 
Shamineau’s trained camp staff. Download a registration form at: www.crossviewcovenant.org/daycamp 
or pick one up at the NextGen Check-In Desk on Sunday morning. 

Host homes are needed for camp staff from Aug. 9-13. For more information, contact DeAnna Petersen at 
dpetersen@crossviewcov.org.

Stay Connected to Crossview!
        listen Each week’s sermons are available online. 

Visit our website at: www.crossviewcovenant.org/sermon-audio

       connect Join The Table (see page 11): crossviewcov.table.org
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/crossviewcovenant

Get our weekly emails: www.crossviewcovenant.org/weekly-emails

give You can continue supporting Crossview through online giving! 
Your faithful generosity allows us to follow God’s calling and reach 

our community for Christ. Log in at www.crossviewcovenant.org/give



8

Crossview Kids  |  Wednesday
Starting Sept. 16: Preschool-5th Grade (6:15-7:30 p.m.)
First Wednesday of the month: Family Pizza Party (5:45-6:15 p.m.)

We’re excited to kick-off our new Wednesday night programming for 
Crossview Kids! Children are so important to us - we want them 
to grow in their love for Jesus and gain an understanding of His 
Word. Our Wednesday night program is designed to do that in a 
fun and exciting way! 

This year we are using a new curriculum, The Gospel Project 
for Kids. Your child will walk through the Bible chronologically, 
learning about people and events, all while seeing how each 
story fits into God’s timeline. They will enjoy games, activities, 
community building, Biblical teaching, and small group discussions.

PARENTS: There are lots of places to volunteer on Wednesdays at 
Crossview (check out the next page). Otherwise, after you drop off your 
children at Crossview Kids, you’re free to go out for ice cream with your spouse, connect with your 
small group, catch up on some errands, or hang out at Crossview in the designated “parent space” 
and chat with other parents.

crossview
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Large Group
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Crossview Kids  |  Sunday
Starting Sept. 13: Birth-5th Grade (9:00 & 10:30 a.m.)

God’s Little Garden Nursery: Birth-36 months (9:00 & 10:30 a.m. services)
We have two spaces (an infant room for ages birth-18 months, and a toddler room for ages 19-36 
months) where children can play and interact with loving caregivers during the service.

Sunday School: Pre-K-5th Grade (9:00 & 10:30 a.m. services)
Families start together in the Worship Center; during announcements, children are invited to join 
their peers for smaller community in an age-appropriate learning environment.

crossview
KiDS

sunday



9

Crossview Kids  |  Sunday
Nursery Caregiver: Disciple infants and toddlers 
using Bible truths by caring for and sharing 
Jesus’ love through songs and activities. 

Nursery Caretaker: Clean and disinfect all toys 
and surfaces in nursery rooms. 

Preschool Teacher: Disciple preschoolers using 
Bible truths so they will know how much Jesus 
loves them.

Preschool Assistant: Interact with preschool 
children, encourage participation, and assist the 
lead teacher. 

Small Group Shepherds: Invest weekly in a 
small group of children, and help to build a solid 
foundation for a lifetime of spiritual formation in 
each child.

Large Group Assistant: Interact with elementary 
children, encourage participation, and assist the 
lead teacher. 

Large Group Teacher: Disciple elementary 
children using Bible truths so they will leave 
their elementary years fully aware of their need 
for Jesus as their personal Savior.

Greeter: Greet families at the NextGen check-in 
desk, assist families with checking in, greet new 
families, and answer questions. 

One-to-One Assistant: Assist children with 
special needs during the program hour.

Crossview Kids  |  Wednesday
Game Assistants: Assist game leader during 
game time, encourage participation, and build 
excitement for the activities.

Small Group Leaders: Develop a relationship 
with a small group of students, lead your group 
to each station, discuss the Bible story and how 
it relates to their lives, lead follow-up activities, 
and pray with (and for) your group.

Greeter/Assistants: Greet families as they arrive, 
help children find where they need to go, and 
assist throughout the night where needed.

Worship Leader: Lead songs (on DVDs) during 
large group time, or lead songs without DVDs if 
able to play an instrument (optional).

Tech: Run media during large group, and assist 
the large group teacher as needed.

One-to-One Assistant: Assist children with 
special needs during programming.

Meal Assistant: Assist in meal set up, tear down, 
and serving food (first Wednesday of each 
month).

Nursery Caregiver: Provide supervision for 
nursery-age children of Wednesday volunteers. 

Crossview Kids  |  Special Events
Special Events Team: Assist in organizing 
special events for children, work with the team 
to plan activities, help set up events, and recruit 
volunteers.

Volunteer Opportunities in Children’s Ministries!
We can’t do what we do without AWESOME volunteers like you! Below are some areas where we’re 

looking for people to serve. If you’d like more information, email church@crossviewcov.org with your 
contact info and the role you’re interested in.
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c o v e r i n g  O U R  w o r l d  i n  p r ay e r
When you give to Crossview, part of your offering supports missionaries 
around the world. Throughout the year, they send letters or email 
updates sharing about their work and needs for prayer. We can be 
caregivers to those who are working to spread the good news of Jesus 
by praying for these missionaries and their children, as well as for the 
people they serve. It’s a great comfort to those who are away from their 
own homes and family, many in difficult circumstances, to know that a 
group of people are praying for them. 

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 27, you’re invited to join us at 9:00 a.m. in 
the church office to pray for our missionaries. We will meet on the 
fourth Sunday of each month. Using missionary update letters, as well 
as the Crossview calendar of short-term missions coming up in the 
next year, we’ll systematically cover the world in prayer. Through this 
time, you’ll get to know others who have a heart for reaching all nations 
with the love of Christ, be encouraged by all the Lord is doing through 
Crossview’s supported missionaries, and grow in your own faith by 
practicing the simple discipline of prayer. 

This is an open group - come when you can. You’ll always be welcomed. 
If you have questions, contact Cherie Levin at 507-388-8451.

In order for us to be the followers of Jesus whom 
God intends, we need to be in intentional Christian 
community. Joining a small group is one of the best 
ways to find others with whom to walk this journey 
of life! Sometimes it may take a few experiences in 
different small group settings to find one that works 
best for you, but this is an awesome opportunity to 
meet new people, grow in your faith, and find ways 
to serve in our local church or in the community 

where you live. Watch for small groups sign-ups at 
Fall Kick-Off on Sunday, Sept. 13 & 20. 

Have you ever considered leading or facilitating a 
small group? We’re looking for leaders of all ages 
and life-stages for fall small groups, and can provide 
you with discussion materials and video resources! 
Contact Lori Roos (loriroos@crossviewcov.org or 
507-387-5606) for more details.

Fall Small Groups



11

• • • NEWS & NOTEWORTHY • • •

Join us on The Table 
at crossviewcov.table.org
The Table is a resource that helps us to live out a Christ-
centered, gospel-centered life in the context of the 
Crossview community. It’s a private social network, just for 
Crossview. The Table makes it easier for you to connect, 
pray for and serve with others in your church family, with 
features like:

• a Prayer Wall (to post prayer requests & pray for others)

• a Serve App (offer your skills, share your belongings 
with others at Crossview, or ask for help)

• a Groups Directory (find ministry groups and fun groups 
based on life-stages or interests) 

Log in at crossviewcov.table.org (If you received an email 
inviting you to be a part of a Table group, use the link in 
that email to register.)

CROSSVIEW COVENANT CHURCH
General Fund Financial Report (July 1, 2014-June 30, 2015)

Expected Income    $1,319,650
Actual Income                                $1,294,638 
Actual Expenses                  $1,274,349
Actual Shortage/Excess                   $  20,289   

Budgeted weekly giving: $25,378

Actual average weekly giving: $24,896 

Our Fiscal Year runs from
July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015

Project Days Donations
Project Days start again in September, and 
planning is under way. Last year, projects 
focused on missionaries and shut-ins, 
and on helping those less fortunate in our 
community. In addition to those, this year 
we’re going to help the Mayan people of 
the Yucatan Peninsula in Mexico, where 
the need is great. We are collecting new 
or very gently used pillowcases of any 
size, which will be turned into children’s 
dresses. We are also collecting embroidery 
thread, plastic hoops and embroidery 
needles, which will be given directly to the 
women of Ek Balam, who help provide for 
their families by embroidering items to 
sell. Donations may be dropped off in the 
church office. Thank you for your support! 

UPCOMING EVENTS crossviewcovenant.org/events

GENERAL
Newcomer Meet & Greet
Sunday, Aug. 30 (after each service)
If you’re newer to Crossview, join us for a few 
minutes after the service. Meet a few of our 
staff, ask questions, and learn more about 
ministries at Crossview that can help you get 
connected, and resources to help you grow 
in your faith. For more information, contact 
Lori Roos (loriroos@crossviewcov.org or 
507-387-5606).

FAMILIES
Stay & Play Sunday
Sunday, Aug. 16 (12:00-2:00 p.m.)
We’ll have food, yard games, and we’ll open the parking lot for 
skating or roller blading. All children must have a parent or 
guardian present. For more details, contact DeAnna Petersen 
(dpetersen@crossviewcov.org or 507-387-5606).

SENIORS
Friendship Builders Picnic
Wednesday, Aug. 12 (4:00 p.m.) @ 1110 Park Rd, Madison Lake.
Meat & beverage provided; please bring a salad or dessert to 
share. RSVP by Aug. 10 to Eleanor at 507-388-5472.
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2000 Howard Drive W, North Mankato, MN 56003
(507) 387-5606 | church@crossviewcov.org | crossviewcovenant.org

Our Mission: To honor God by reaching out and building a community of disciples for Jesus Christ.

Launching at Crossview in August 2015 
Watch for your email invitation to RightNow Media, or 
contact Lori Roos (loriroos@crossviewcov.org) for an 
early access preview.


