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DECEMBER
2015TIDINGS NEWSLETTER

There are many churches that follow a “liturgical” 
church calendar. The church calendar is a way for 
churches to organize their worship gatherings 
around the story of Jesus and “seasons” from the 
early church. Here at Crossview, we do not strictly 
follow the liturgical calendar, but there are times 
when I think the calendar is a gift. One of those 
times is Advent. Advent looks back at what it was 
like for God’s people, and ultimately creation, to 
be in the place of waiting for the Messiah to come. 

Throughout Advent, we will be looking at the 
different characters in the Christmas story. We 
will see what their journey toward Bethlehem was 
like, and what they experienced when meeting this 
Messiah. We are all on a journey, and I think it will 
be a way for us to really see how this story from 
2,000 years ago is OUR story in so many ways: 
our story of hope and fear; our story of doubt and 

faith. This is a great time of year for all of us to 
invite our friends to check out this story (you can 
use the invitation card in your bulletin each week). 

As God’s people, we want to look at Advent and 
the Christmas season through the lens of the 
gospel. For the last two years we’ve joined with 
churches around the globe in something called 
“Advent Conspiracy” (www.adventconspiracy.org) 
The goal is for each of us to slow down so we can 
worship Jesus fully, to focus on being a blessing to 
our friends and neighbors (rather than just buying 
them more stuff), and to give away some of what 
we saved on gifts to those in need. I invite you to 
begin asking God how you might be challenged to 
live differently during this season. Turn to the next 
page to learn more about Advent Conspiracy, and 
find opportunities for you to make a difference in 
ways that matter.

By Pastor Brad Jackson

Christmas Eve Services: Thursday, Dec. 24 (3:00, 5:00 & 10:00pm)
All services will include candlelight, Christmas carols, and scripture readings, 

so that individuals and families can experience the joy of our Savior’s birth together.
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WORSHIP FULLY
Advent is a season when we’re called 

to put down our burdens and lift a song up to our 
God, where love wins, peace reigns, and a King is 
celebrated with each breath. Entering the story 
of advent means entering this season with an 
overwhelming passion to worship Jesus. 

SPEND LESS 
This isn’t a call to stop giving gifts; it’s 

a call to stop spending money on gifts we won’t 
remember in a year. By spending wisely on gifts, 
we free ourselves from the anxiety associated with 
debt, so we can take in the season with a full heart. 
(Need ideas? www.pinterest.com/advntconspiracy)

 GIVE MORE
The most powerful, memorable gift you can 

give to someone is yourself. What does this look 
like for you? Tickets to a ball game or the theater? A 
movie night? When it comes to spending time with 
those you love, it’s all about quality, not quantity.

 LOVE ALL 

By spending a little less on gifts, we free up 
our resources to love as Jesus loves, by giving to 
those who really need help. Stop by the Red Barn 
in the Lobby during Advent to see opportunities to 
make a difference nationally, globally, and locally:

Alaska Christian College Scholarships: Many 
students struggle with a lack of resources, broken 
homes, poor life choices, and families who are 
unable to help. ACC helps bring healing, hope, and 
the support needed to pursue academic goals.

World Vision Animal Donations: When you give 
the gift of a livestock animal, you’ll help a family 
provide for themselves, both today and tomorrow. 
For example, a goat nourishes an entire family by 
giving protein-rich milk, and provides a source of 
needed income through the sale of offspring and 
extra dairy products. It’s a gift that multiplies.

Local organizations: There are tons of local 
organizations who would love your support. Get 
together with your family or small group and find 
a place to serve! We’ll have a chalkboard in the 
Lobby with ideas, and space to write what your 
family or group is doing (so others can join you).

The Christmas story is a story of love, hope, redemption and relationship. 
So, what happened? How did it turn into stuff, stress and debt?
Advent Conspiracy is a global movement of people and churches choosing a revolutionary Christmas 
through Worshipping Fully, Spending Less, Giving More and Loving All: 

Let’s conspire to change the way we celebrate Christmas! 

2000 Howard Drive W, North Mankato, MN 56003
(507) 387-5606 | church@crossviewcov.org | crossviewcovenant.org

Our Mission: To honor God by reaching out and building a community of disciples for Jesus Christ.
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Having grown up in the church, some of my earliest 
childhood memories are of serving: helping in the 
kitchen for potlucks, holding babies, cleaning 
the church (including the toilets) and helping my 
mom serve at our home on Sunday afternoons, 
when we entertained guests for Sunday dinner. 
As I grew older, the service tasks changed but 
never went away. It was just part of my life – to 
serve and care for others. I was also the recipient 
of a loving and serving church as I went through 
some very difficult times in my life.

In the past few years, I started to realize that ALL 
of my serving was focused inside the church. 
While it’s an amazing (and needed) thing to serve 
in a church, I felt God telling me that he was 
bigger than a church building, and that there were 
organizations OUTSIDE the church which need 
Christians to be involved. As I prayed about this, 
God opened the doors for me to be on the board 
of a local non-profit organization. Because of my 
involvement with the BackPack Food Program, I 
have come to realize that our community has SO 
many needs that I never knew about:

• I discovered that we have youth and young 
adults in our community who are homeless, 
and who depend on The REACH Drop-In Center 
to help provide shelter and support. 

• I became involved with the YWCA and 
discovered the amazing things they do to 
develop women leaders of all ages and races.

• I learned that in some of our local schools, over 
50% of their population qualify for free and 
reduced lunch. Without the BackPack Food 
Program, many of those children would not 
have anything to eat over the weekend.

• I toured Partners for Affordable housing and 
learned how they must constantly turn away 
homeless families and individuals because 
their shelters are full. They also help people 
(just like me) who have fallen into hard times 
to get back on their feet.

I could continue, but I think you get the message. 
My purpose is to encourage us to take our 
willingness to serve into our community. WE are 
the Church – not the four walls where we worship 
on Sundays. Our communities need Christians 
to serve on their boards, to volunteer and touch 
lives, and to give of our resources – however big 
or small that might be. 

This is not to take the place of serving in the 
church (which I still do), but is a way of reaching 
out to bring others into relationship with Jesus; 
to show them how much God loves them, and to 
give them hope.   

So, I challenge you to grab a friend or plan a couple 
hours with your small group and find a place to 
reach out. We have God working inside us…He’s 
asking us to take Him out into our neighborhoods 
and community!

Advent Conspiracy Spotlight
LOVE ALL: Serving in our Community
by Darla Makela

Don’t know where to start? Here are some current needs in our community:
getconnected.mankatounitedway.org/volunteer/agency/needs



4

New Winter Small Groups
Want to meet new people, grow in your faith, 
and find ways to serve at Crossview or in the 
community? Our next small group sign-ups are 
coming in mid-January (with groups starting 
up in February). We’re looking for leaders of all 
life-stages and ages. For more details, contact Lori 
Roos (loriroos@crossviewcov.org).

Looking for Curriculum? 
Log on to rightnowmedia.org, where you’ll find 
thousands of Bible Study videos and resources.

Check out the “Small Group Resources” section in 
Crossview’s Media Center.

Through 12 sessions, Francis works through James verse-by-
verse, challenging followers of Christ to move beyond a private, 
intellectual knowledge of God and His Word, to a vibrant faith 
that impacts every square inch of life.

RightNow Media is Crossview’s new digital library, with over 
10,000 Bible study videos and an enormous library of Bible-
based content just for kids. Email church@crossviewcov.org 
for an email invitation to RightNow Media.

New on rightnowmedia.org
The Book of James by Francis Chan

Adult Community
           News & Events
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Newcomer Meet & Greet
Sunday, Dec. 20 (10:00 & 11:30am)
If you’re newer to Crossview, join us for a 
few minutes after the first service. Meet a 
few of our staff, ask questions, and learn 
more about Crossview’s ministries. Contact 
Lori Roos: (loriroos@crossviewcov.org or 
507-387-5606).

Upcoming Events

Prayer & Praise Gathering
Wednesdays, Dec. 2 & 16 (6:30-7:30pm)
Come for an hour of prayer and praise time in 
the Worship Center, hosted by Prayer Ministry 
volunteers. Open to all adults.

Community Conversations
Wednesday, Dec. 9 (6:30-7:30pm)
Explore the question: “How can ‘serving the 
church’ be a platform for inter-generational 
engagement?” Share your unique ideas 
and perspectives in fellowship with other 
participants. Open to all adults. Contact: 
Dave Newell (dave@evolve-consulting.com).

Project Days
Thursday, Dec. 10 (9:00-11:30am)
Projects include: tie blankets, greeting cards, 
“pillowcase” dresses and more. All are welcome.

Friendship Builders Seniors Group Events
Sunday, Dec. 6 (12:30pm)
We’ll travel to Waseca for “Christmas Time’s a Comin.’” 
Cost: $15. RSVP to Eleanor Kottke (507-388-5472).

Friday, Dec. 11 (4:30pm)
Meet for supper at Perkins on Madison Ave., then we’ll 
attend the Singing Christmas Tree concert at Hillside 
Church. RSVP to Eleanor Kottke (507-388-5472).

Children’s Christmas Carols
Sunday, Dec. 13 (after each service)
Children and youth are invited to help us celebrate 
Advent by playing a Christmas carol on the piano 
in Classroom 1 after each service. Contact Sharon 
Kleinsasser (skleinsasser@crossviewcov.org or 507-
387-5606) by Friday, Dec. 11 to sign up.
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crossview
KiDS

Crossview Kids  |  Wednesday
Dec. 2 & 9 (6:15-7:30pm) 

Dec. 2: Family Pizza Dinner (5:45-6:15pm)

Crossview Kids | Wednesday is off to a great start! 
It’s so fun to see kids excited to learn more about 
Jesus each week. We have a group of amazing 
volunteers who are investing their time each 
week, and we couldn’t do it without them. (Check 
out Samantha and Jeney’s stories!) We would 
love to have you join our team. If you would like 
to get involved, please contact Bethany Carver 
(bethanycarver@crossviewcov.org).

Crossview Kids  |  Sunday
Dec. 6, 13 & 20  (9:00 & 10:30am)

Families start together in the Worship 
Center. During the announcements, children 
are invited to leave the Worship Center and 
join their peers for smaller community in 
an age-appropriate learning environment. 
There will be no programming on Dec. 27. 
Crossview Kids | Sunday resumes on Jan. 3.

DECEMBER THEMES
Preschool          K-5th Grade

pre-k - 5th grade

Samantha Gertner...
I volunteer on Wednesdays because 

God has given me a heart for kids 
since I was young. My favorite part 
of the night is hanging out with the 

kids and seeing them grow closer to 
God. One thing that has stuck out 

to me is how much the kids already 
know about the Bible stories and 
what new things stick with them 

from week to week. 

I have loved seeing the kids 
get more comfortable and how 
much they love coming each 

week. Because we get to build 
relationships with them, they are so 
excited to tell us about their week 

and what they are learning!

pre-k - 5th grade

Jeney Atwood...
Investing in our youth to help build their faith 

foundation is SO important. They are our legacy and 
our future, and it’s up to us to equip them to face this 
world as Christians. I want my children to experience 

that investment, and I feel called to provide that to 
whomever walks through the Crossview doors. 

Seeing the connections children make when they 
hear Bible stories and sing songs, and knowing 

that God is being rooted deeply in their hearts, is a 
highlight of Wednesday nights. Hearing their simple, 

yet profound, responses is humbling, and opens 
my eyes to new perspectives every week. It fills my 
heart with so much joy to see them grasp onto the 

teachings with such delight! At home, I love hearing 
our son serenade us with the songs he’s learning. 
Our recent favorite that he came home singing is 

“Father Baker Pam” (aka Abraham).
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Moms & Muffins
Monday, Dec. 14 (9:30-11:00am)

Moms of nursery-age children (newborn-36 
months) are invited to meet for muffins, coffee or 
juice, and playtime. Enjoy our great nursery space 
while connecting with other moms. No RSVP 
needed. For more info, contact Johanna Galles 
(johannagalles@crossviewcov.org).

Fantastic Fridays
Friday, Dec. 18 (6:00-7:30pm)

Fantastic Fridays is an open play night for families 
of preschoolers. Get to know other parents while 
the children ride trikes, tumble on mats and more 
(older siblings welcome too). No RSVP needed.

MEGA C.H.A.O.S.
Friday, Dec. 11 (6:00-10:00pm)

You’ve been blessed with hands, feet, and 
a voice. Did you ever wonder how God can 
use them? Join us as we partner with the 
Salvation Army to ring bells, and invite our 
community to help feed, clothe, and care for 
the needy among us. Afterward, we’ll travel 
back to church to share stories, eat italian 
masterpieces (pizza), and enjoy some 
creative animation (watch a movie).

Meet at church at 6:00pm. The bus will take 
you to your bell-ringing station, then bring 
you back to church at 8:00pm. Though we 
will celebrate our chance to serve until 
10:00pm, parents can pick up students 
as it is convenient. Because we need to 
know numbers (for bell ringing and Italian 
delicacies), RSVP to DeAnna Petersen 
(dpetersen@crossviewcov.org) by Dec. 9.

moms

preschool

4th & 5th grade

A Night in B ethlehem
Wednesday, Dec. 16 | 6:15-7:30pm

“Travel back” to ancient Bethlehem, where you’ll taste, see and 
smell what daily life was like when Jesus was born! This fun, 

family event is FREE for the whole family! Invite your friends!
 

www.crossviewcovenant.org/bethlehem
www.facebook.com/CrossviewChildrensMinistries

families
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday Night Youth Gatherings
Middle School (Grades 6-8) // 6:15-7:30pm
High School (Grades 9-12) // 7:30-8:45pm
Join us in Crossview’s Lobby for a Cafe, Ping Pong, Xbox, and spaces 
to connect with your friends. We’ll also spend time digging into God’s 
Word together and building close friendships in small groups. No 
pre-registration necessary, students can register themselves when 
they arrive. Due to Christmas Break, we will not be meeting on Dec 23 
& Dec 30. We will resume again on Jan 6. 

Christmas Party at the WOW!Zone
Wednesday, Dec. 16 
Middle School (Grades 6-8) // 6:00-7:30pm
High School (Grades 9-12) // 7:30-9:00pm
Bring $5 and a gift donation for the youth at The Reach Drop-In Center. 
Prizes will be awarded to the person wearing the ugliest sweater. 
This is a great opportunity to bring a friend for a fun night together.  
For more details, go to: www.crossviewstudents.org/christmas

Girls Christmas Tea Party
Saturday, Dec. 12 // 2:00-4:00pm
This is a wonderful opportunity to spend joyous time with multiple 
generations. Girls in grades 7-12 are welcome, along with any retired/
senior women. Dress up and come prepared to decorate a mug, be 
served four splendid courses by young men, listen to our wonderful 
speaker Cathy Brennan, and enjoy conversation with others. Hope to 
see you all there!

Why a Christmas Tea Party? An idea that came out of the mouths 
of a couple high school girls one Wednesday night three years ago 
has grown into an annual ministry where God is truly present. “Let’s 
have a tea party!” they exclaimed, excitedly beginning to brainstorm. 
The first tea party was simply for female students. High school age 
young men served tea and crepes (along with three other courses) to 
the young ladies. The next year, we thought about how wonderful it 
would be to invite ladies from the Friendship Builders Seniors Group, 
and to encourage the girls to bring their grandmas. This brought the 
event to a whole new level of connections between our generations.
God had a plan to bring young women and retired women together 
into community, and we are so blessed by what has taken place. 
Praise God! 
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FIND A PLACE TO VOLUNTEER
IN THE NEW YEAR!

One of the best and easiest ways to get connected at Crossview is by serving 
in one of our ministries, and we need more volunteers!

Consider some of the serving options below:

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
Contact: Bethany Carver

bethanycarver@crossviewcov.org

Wednesday Night Game Helper:
Assist game leader, encourage participation, 

and build excitement for the activities.

Wednesday Night Subs:
Fill in as needed for Wednesday night small 

group leaders and helpers.

STUDENT MINISTRIES
Contact: Mikey Bechtold 

mbechtold@crossviewcov.org

30 Hour Famine (Feb 26-27):
Help lead, setup, and/or work with students 

participating in the famine.

TeenServe Mission Trip (July 9-16):
Help lead and chaperone our high school 

mission trip to Fairmont, IL

MUUUCE Youth Trip (Aug 4-6):
Help lead and chaperone our middle school 

summer trip to Woodbury, MN.GUEST CONNECTIONS
Contact: Lori Roos  

loriroos@crossviewcov.org

Membership Class Meals:
Help prepare and serve the meals for our 

Sunday afternoon membership class (4x/year).

Sunday Hospitality Team Member:
Serve coffee and refreshments as part of a 
hospitality team (6x/year from 8am-12pm). 

COMMUNICATIONS
Contact: Lisa Putrah  

lputrah@crossviewcov.org

Ministry Photographers:
Use your camera to help us capture and share 
the story of what God is doing at Crossview!
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CROSSVIEW COVENANT CHURCH
General Fund Financial Report (July 1-Oct. 31, 2015)

Expected Income    $440,628
Actual Income                                    $393,893 
Actual Expenses                      $415,048
Actual Shortage/Excess                 - $  21,155 

Budgeted weekly giving: $25,378

Actual average weekly giving: $23,170 

Our Fiscal Year runs from
July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016

Year-End Gifts: As we look towards 2016 with anticipation, we’re excited about the ministry opportunities 
God is preparing for our congregation. Your year-end gift to Crossview Covenant Church can help us to 
be ready to respond to God’s leading. Donations received (or postmarked) by Thursday, Dec. 31 will be 
included on your 2015 giving statement.

Online Giving: It’s easy to make a year-end contribution online with your personal checking account 
or credit/debit card through the Fellowship One online giving system. To learn more, set up an account, or 
make a one-time gift, go to www.crossviewcovenant.org/give.

• • • NEWS & NOTEWORTHY • • •

New Leadership Elected at October Congregational Meeting
At the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, Oct. 25, the individuals listed below were elected by ballot to 
serve in leadership at Crossview Covenant Church. Their terms will begin after the January Annual Meeting:

• Church Chair (1-Year Term) - Andrew “Drew” Lundquist
• Secretary (2-Year Term) - Kristin Baty
• Council Members At-Large (2-Year Term) - Les Norman, Jessica Gartner
• Missions Committee At-Large (2-Year Term): Mark Christensen, Landon Messner
• Human Resources Committee (2-Year Term) - Brett Walker

Community Life Pastor Update
On Sunday, Nov. 15, members of Crossview voted overwhelmingly to call Aaron Thompson as our new 
Community Life Pastor. Aaron enthusiastically accepted the call, and is looking forward to serving at 
Crossview. The Thompson family is beginning the process of transitioning from their church plant in Sweden 
to the United States, and we will have more details in the weeks to come on what his time line will look like. 

A special thank you to our Community Life Pastor Search Committee: Keith Herwig (Chair), Pastor Brad 
Jackson, Casey Buns, Sandy Chatleain, Mary Dorn, Jessica Gartner, Kandi Poppler, and Lori Roos. They put 
many hours into this process, and did a great job helping us find the right person.

Poll: January Annual Meeting & Potluck (Sunday, Jan. 31)
We had wonderful feedback on the October Congregational Meeting & Potluck, and are working on details for 
our January Annual Meeting & Potluck. We’d like input on what time of day works best for our congregation.
Please fill out our short survey at: www.crossviewcovenant.org/jan31potluck


