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By Pastor Brad Jackson
I’m not sure I agree with people who say that frigid Minnesota winters help you appreciate the summer 
months more. But summer in Minnesota is amazing! A Minnesota summer is as good as it gets, and we 
take it in with everything we’ve got…cabin life, fishing, golfing, youth sports, swimming, house projects, etc.

As we head into the beautiful craziness of summer, let me give you a few 
ideas about how you can connect with God in different ways during

these next three months:

Read a Psalm and then rewrite it as you listen to God  t
Take a walk in the woods; simply pray and look at God’s creation  t

Listen to Crossview’s sermons online  t
(www.crossviewcovenant.org/sermon-audio)

 I’d also suggest Tim Keller at Redeemer Presbyterian Church
(www.redeemer.com/learn/sermons_and_resources) 

and Chris Seay at Ecclesia Church
(www.ecclesiahouston.org/messages)

Read a good book  t
Here are a few suggestions from our staff:

Your Best Yes by Lysa TerKeurst
One Thousand Gifts by Ann Voskamp

Following Jesus by N.T. Wright
Essential Eschatology by John E. Phelan (a little tougher, 

but a good “end times” book)

“Intentional Neighboring”  t
Walk around your neighborhood and pray for your neighbors.

Initiate some kickball games, cook-outs and bonfires.

We understand that during the summer, we tend to see 
each other a bit less on Sunday mornings. Our hope and prayer 

is that as you do life at the cabin, at the ball fields or 
wherever it might be, that you will know that God is in 

you and working through you. May God continue to 
do His good work in your life throughout this summer.
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• • • LIVING MISSIONALLY • • •

Every day, nearly 1,600 children 
under 5 die from diarrhea caused by 
contaminated water, poor sanitation, and 

improper hygiene. Worldwide, 748 million 
people lack access to clean water. Women 
and children in sub-Saharan Africa spend 20 
million hours collecting water each day.

Water transforms.

RUN FOR WATER. RUN FOR LIFE.

When you give clean water, you set off a chain 
reaction for good. Children are freed from deadly 
water-related diseases. People become healthier 
and more productive. Girls get to go to school, 
rather than trek long distances to carry filthy water 
home. Less money is spent on medicine, which 
means more savings and more investment in things 
like education. With better health and more time, 
parents can start small businesses, creating more 
jobs. Water promises a bright future, and a full life...
the kind of life God intends.

Team World Vision runs so that children in 
Africa can have clean water & fullness of life.

Team World Vision empowers people to experience 
radical life transformation through endurance 
races, community advocacy, and social giving for 
the sake of clean water in Africa. Last fall, nearly 100 
people from Crossview ran the Mankato Marathon 
half, full or relay race with Team World Vision, and 

raised over $96,000 to help African communities 
gain access to clean water!

You can be part of a new team of Crossview people 
who will complete one of the Mankato Marathon 
races on Sunday, Oct. 18, 2015 (half, full, relay or 
10K) as a fundraiser for clean water, hygiene, and 
sanitation projects in Africa. Not a runner? Perfect! 
Eighty percent of people who join Team World Vision 
have never participated in a race before. For more 
details, stop by the Community Life desk, contact 
Lisa Putrah at lputrah@crossviewcov.org, or go to: 
www.crossviewcovenant.org/teamworldvision

Team World Vision Sunday is June 7, 2015
Guest speaker Bradley Hofbauer will be back at 
Crossview to share the incredible story of how 
God is using ordinary people to bring life-changing 
water to children and families in Africa. Make sure 
to invite all of your runner (and non-runner) friends 
& neighbors to join us on Sunday, June 7! 

© World Vision
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May 2005 was a big deal for me. For several months 
before, I had been getting ready for the big day when 
I would walk across the stage, shake my principal’s 
hand, and graduate from high school. You may 
remember that moment...and when “senioritis” 
kicked in, it couldn’t come fast enough! Graduation 
was a big deal, because it promised to be one of the 
biggest transitions you would ever experience. 

That is...until a few years later, when you make 
another transition from college into your first job in 
your field. Then there is the transition from being 
single to married. And don’t forget the transition 
to parenthood with the birth of your first child. Or 
the transition that comes from relocating your 
family for a new job, becoming “empty nesters”, or 
receiving a phone call letting you know that you are 
now grandparents. 

Our lives are full of transitions. For some, they 
can be exciting - like an Indiana Jones adventure, 
where you’re just waiting to see what is around 
the corner. Whether you are preparing for college 
or beginning a new job, that eagerness might keep 
you energized and ready for a fresh start. For 
others, transitions can be very hard. Saying 
goodbye to loved ones or walking away 
from difficult situations can leave a stain 
on our past and a personal vow to never 
return. 

Whether your transition is on good or bad terms, 
worry is a commonly-experienced feeling. We fear 
the unknown, which leaves us wondering what to 
expect next. I’m sure Joshua and all of Israel felt 
the same way just before crossing the Jordan 
River. In that moment, God told Joshua, “This is my 
command—be strong and courageous! Do not be 
afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with 
you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9). Things were 
about to change, and they did not know what would 

happen next. They were encouraged to 
have faith and hope in the Lord, 

and to move forward with 
confidence, knowing that 

God was with them.

This time of year, we 
cannot help but notice 
transitions. If you 

find yourself facing a 
transition this season, 

or if someone close to 
you is in transition, may you 
remember to be strong and 
courageous! Do not be afraid 
or discouraged, for the Lord 
your God is with you wherever 
you go! 

• • • LIVING MISSIONALLY • • •

FACING TRANSITIONS                By Pastor Mike Bechtold

CROSSVIEW COVENANT CHURCH
General Fund Financial Report (July 1, 2014-Apr. 30, 2015)

Expected Income    $1,099,708
Actual Income                                $1,115,469 
Actual Expenses                  $1,064,998
Actual Shortage/Excess                   $  50,471   

Budgeted weekly giving: $25,378

Actual average weekly giving: $25,941 

Our Fiscal Year runs from
July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015
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Men’s Connection Small Group
Mondays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. (June 1, 8, 15 & 29) @ Crossview
Leader - Mark Esch
Get connected with other men of faith at Crossview as we meet for 
discussion and fellowship. Each week we’ll dig into and discuss 1-2 
chapters of Scripture. Sign up at the Community Life desk.  

“Raising  A Modern Day Knight”
Mondays, 8:00-9:30 p.m. (June 22-July 27) @ Crossview
Leader - Eric Raverty
Using the customs of pursuing knighthood in the medieval era, author 
Robert Lewis draws parallels to achieving manhood today, with solid advice to help fathers courageously 
lead their sons into a Biblical masculinity that will impact others. Sign up at the Community Life desk.

Have you considered 

leading a small group? 
We’re looking for leaders of all 
life stages and ages. Contact 
Guest Connections & Small 
Groups Coordinator Lori Roos 
at 507-387-5606, ext. 103 or 
loriroos@crossviewcov.org

Stay Connected this Summer!

Listen
Each week’s sermons are available online. Search for 

“Crossview Covenant”  in your podcast app or visit our website 
at: www.crossviewcovenant.org/sermon-audio

Stay up-to-date
Like Crossview on Facebook: www.facebook.com/crossviewcovenant

Sign up for weekly emails: www.crossviewcovenant.org/weekly-emails
Join The Table (see pg. 6): crossviewcov.table.org

Give
You can continue supporting Crossview with your tithes and offerings 

through online giving at www.crossviewcovenant.org/give
Your faithful generosity makes it possible for us to follow God’s calling 

and reach our community for Christ. Thank you!
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5Cs 5K FUN RUN/WALK - REGISTRATION FORM
First & Last Name ___________________________________________________    Age: ______       Gender:    M      F     

Street _____________________________________________ City _________________________ State _______ Zip _______

Phone ___________________________ Email _______________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: ________________   T-Shirt Size:  Adult:  XS   S   M   L   XL    XXL     Youth:  S   M   L

(Forms must be received by Sunday, June 1, 2015 to guarantee a T-Shirt size)

5K proceeds will go to support the 5Cs Preschool ministry at Crossview by helping to maintain a program 
of excellence with affordable tuition rates, qualified staff and low teacher-child ratios.

5K Registration:                                                                                                                                               $       15.00
I would like to make a donation to 5Cs Preschool (optional – this amount is tax-deductible)     + $___________

TOTAL ENCLOSED:                                                                                                                                           $___________
Please make checks to “Crossview Covenant Church” with “5Cs 5K” on the memo line.

ACCIDENT WAIVER/RELEASE, HOLD HARMLESS, AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE: I understand that participating in this event is 
potentially hazardous, and that I should not enter and participate unless I am medically able and properly trained. In consider-
ation of the acceptance of this entry, I assume full and complete responsibility for any injury or accident which may occur while 
I am traveling to or from the event, during the event, or while I am on the premises of the event. I also am aware of and assume 
all risks associated with participating in this event, including but not limited to falls, contact with other participants, effect 
of weather, traffic, and conditions of the road. I, for myself and my heirs and executors, agree to release, hold harmless and 
covenant not to sue Crossview Covenant Church, the Evangelical Covenant Church, their employees, agents, assigns or any 
volunteer, participant, sponsor, promoter or spectator for any claim of ordinary negligence arising out of my participation in the 
5Cs 5K Fun Run/Walk. I understand that this release, hold harmless, and covenant not to sue is limited to claims for ordinary 
negligence and in no way shall be construed to release claims for conduct that constitutes greater than ordinary negligence, 
conduct that constitutes reckless or grossly negligent conduct, or willful, wanton or intentional acts. 

I hereby certify that I have read this document and I understand its content. 

Participant Signature _____________________________________________________ Date _________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18) ___________________________________ Date__________________________

All-Church Picnic & 5cs 5K
Sunday, June 14 @ Crossview

8:30am - 5K FUN run/walk
10:30am - Worship Service

12:00pm - Picnic & kids’ activities

5K Fun Run/Walk: $15 per person 
Picnic: $5 per person (or $20 per family) 
Menu: pulled pork sandwiches, beans, salad, chips, & potluck desserts. 
5K Registration forms & picnic tickets available at the Community Life desk.

• • • ALL-CHURCH PICNIC • • •
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NEXTGEN: CHILDREN

5K Fun Run/Walk: Volunteers needed for race 
day registration, water stations, course control, 
refreshments and much more! 
Contact Alecia Gazzola at 612-237-1845 or 
gazzolaalecia@gmail.com

All-Church Picnic & Activities: Volunteers needed for 
the old-fashioned baseball game, pie bake-off, pie 
eating contest, dunk tank, kid’s slip & slide, garbage 
detail, and more. We also need people willing to 
bring pans of bars for the picnic.

Stop by the All-Church Picnic table in the Lobby on 
Sunday to sign up, or contact the church office at 
church@crossviewcov.org

5CS 5K & ALL-CHURCH PICNIC
Summer Preschool Flipside Volunteer: Show the love of 
Jesus to 3-5 year olds through Bible stories, music, 
games and crafts.

Summer Check-In Desk: Assist families checking in  
for Flipside. 8:45 a.m. on Sundays. Flexible schedule.

Summer Flipside Assistants: Assist children during the 
Flipside lesson to keep everyone on task, find Bible 
passages, play games, or assist in other activities.  
Schedule is flexible.

VBS Volunteers (June 8-11): Are you ready for a crazy 
good time?  Join us for an exciting week as we help 
kids discover the extraordinary love of Jesus!  

Contact DeAnna at dpetersen@crossviewcov.org

Ministry Event Photographers: Use your camera to 
help us capture and share the story of what God is 
doing at Crossview! 

Contact Lisa at lputrah@crossviewcov.org

WORSHIP ARTS MINISTRY

Worship Team Instrumentalists: Are you an experienced 
bass, electric or acoustic guitar player? Contact us 
to learn more about serving opportunities! 

Contact Jill at jilljones@crossviewcov.org

COMMUNICATIONS

Join us on The Table at crossviewcov.table.org
The Table is a resource that helps us to live out a Christ-centered, gospel-centered life in the context of the 
Crossview community. It’s a private social network, just for Crossview. The Table makes it easier for you to 
connect, pray for and serve with others in your church family, with features like:
• a Prayer Wall (to post prayer requests and pray for others)
• a Serve App (offer your skills, share your belongings with others at Crossview, or ask for help)
• a Groups Directory (find ministry groups and fun groups based on life-stages or interests)
• and more! 

Log in at crossviewcov.table.org (If you received an email inviting you to be a part of a Table group, use the 
link in that email to register.)
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Children’s Ministries

Vacation Bible School
June 8-11 (5:30-7:30 p.m.)

Four years old-4th grade (completed)
Each day children will learn about people 

who MOVED - people whose lives changed 
direction once they encountered Jesus. 
Join us for real-life applications of Bible 
teaching, amazing crafts and energetic 

games. A family-style dinner will be served 
each night from 5:00-5:30 p.m. (free-will 
offering). VBS is FREE! Register online at: 

www.crossviewcovenant.org/vbs

Crossview Day Camp
Aug. 10-13 (9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.)

K-4th grade (completed)
Camp Shamineau is providing a camp experience 
without the overnight! Children will enjoy Biblical 
teaching, worship, games, small group discussions, 
activities & crafts. Cost: $60/child. Registration forms 
available at: www.crossviewcovenant.org/daycamp
Host homes needed for camp staff (Aug. 9-13).

Lake Beauty Bible Camp
Long Prairie, MN

Where can your child experience a week of awesome 
chapel services, fun crafts, activities such as horse trail 
rides and mountain boarding, good food and lasting 
friendships? Lake Beauty Bible Camp! Dates are based 
on the grade your child has just completed:

Junior High Camp (6th-8th Grade): June 21-26
Frontier Kids Camp (1st-3rd Grade): July 9-11
Trailblazers Camp (3rd-5th Grade): July 12-16
Senior High Camp (9th-12th Grade): Aug. 2-7
4th of July Family Camp: July 3-6
Labor Day Family Camp: Sept 4-7

Registration forms are available at the NextGen Check-
In desk, or at www.lbbc.com. If you want to know more, 
contact DeAnna (dpetersen@crossviewcov.org).

Would you consider being a LBBC Shepherd for some of 
our special needs boys who would love to go to camp, but 
need a male to join them for the week? Contact DeAnna 
(dpetersen@crossviewcov.org) for more details.

Stay & Play Sundays
July 26 & Aug. 16 (12:00-2:00 p.m.)

Families are invited to stay and play after the worship 
service. We’ll have yard games, lunch and open the 
parking lot for skating or roller blading. All children 

must have a parent or guardian present.

CHAOS One Day Retreat
June 20 (8:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.)

4th grade & 5th grade just completed

We’re headed up to Camp Shamineau 
in Motley, MN for a day of fun team-
building activities. Activities will include 
a climbing wall and high ropes course, 
so please dress appropriately. Parents: 
plan to drop off & pick up at Crossview. 
Cost: $25/child (make checks out to 
Crossview). Pack a sack lunch and bring 
a water bottle (dinner provided). Friends 
are welcome, but pre-registration is 
REQUIRED by June 8. Contact DeAnna 
(dpetersen@crossviewcov.org) for more 
details. Registration forms available at 
www.crossviewcovenant.org/children

Flipside Sunday School
Summer Schedule: May 31-Aug. 30
Nursery (birth-36 months) is available 

during both the 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. services. 
Flipside Sunday School (preschool-5th 
grade) is available during the 9:00 a.m. 

service.
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• • • FAITH STORIES • • •

On Saturday, May 2, 2015 Crossview’s AVA 
(Advocacy for Victims of Abuse) Team hosted an 
event called “Beauty Day.” The event was meant 
to be a blessing to women from the church and 
community who have experienced abuse. There 
were decorations, food, gifts, makeup, and most 
importantly, a message of God’s healing beauty 
shared by Road to Joy Ministries. It was indeed a 
time of fellowship, grace, and beauty. “Beauty Day” 
was an important part of the journey of a woman 
named Jessica. I asked Jessica to write her story, 
and she courageously did. I pray you will read 
Jessica’s story and see God’s story of redemption. 
I pray you will know that you, yes you, are a part of 
God’s beautiful story too.

Amy Deike
AVA Coordinator (Advocacy for Victims of Abuse)Y
When I first met Amy, I was staying at CADA, dealing 
with the aftermath of leaving my abusive ex-fiancé. 
I had very little money left in my banking account. 
I was unemployed and trying to get myself through 
school. Today, two years later, it’s hard to even 
remember everything that happened.

However, I do remember when I hit my breaking 
point. I was sitting in the dark in my car, with his 

prescription pills, waiting to get drunk enough to take 
them all. I was so devastated. After five years of back 
and forth with the man I loved, I realized once and for 
all that he was only going to look out for himself, and 
that he would never stop hurting me. This was it. 

Eventually I passed out and never took the pills, but in 
the days that followed, changes started to stir in my 
soul, and I found the courage to start planning a way 
out. At times, the questions seemed overwhelming: 
Where would I live with my children? How would I 
support them and myself? Would I have to drop out 
of school? How would I get all my stuff moved? Worst 
of all, how would he retaliate when he found out I was 
leaving?

I started making phone calls when he wasn’t around, 
applying for housing and employment. I had been 
in contact with my parents through most of the 
tumultuous relationship with my ex, and even though 
they live in Northern Wisconsin, they were very 
supportive and helped me make plans.

I had CADA in the back of my mind as a resource, 
but it was far back, because I had been there before 
and it had been a very demeaning experience. But 
after being put on waiting list after waiting list, the 
situation was looking very bleak. Then the situation 
was taken out of my hands.

I Have
Overcome

By Jessica
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• • • FAITH STORIES • • •
After months of tense air between my ex and me, 
I was barely able to get through the day. I wasn’t 
sleeping and could barely eat because I had such bad 
panic attacks. My only times of peace were while he 
was at work. I would escape to a park, where I stayed 
until he got off work, but I knew if I wasn’t back by the 
time he got home, there would be a fight. 

It was a Sunday morning. I will forever regret not 
leaving before that particular Sunday. As usual, I was 
doing my best to just stay away from him because 
I was so scared and tired of the constant abuse. 
That Sunday he decided he’d had enough. He had 
overheard a conversation I had with a prospective 
landlord, and figured out I was planning to leave 
him. He picked a fight and the rest of the day was 
horrifying. I had never been face to face with the devil 
until that day. I will never forget how his eyes went 
black as he was coming after me. 

After my multiple calls to the police for help over 
the previous 5 years, I ended up sitting in jail on a 
domestic assault charge. I was destroyed, and cried 
for most of the 72 hours that I was there (when I didn’t, 
it was because my body gave up and let me rest for 
awhile). At some point while in jail, I reached out to 
CADA and explained what happened. They assigned 
me an amazing advocate who would challenge my 
previous experience with CADA.

They say God works in mysterious ways. I like to 
say He moves in mysterious ways, through others 
that He puts in your life when you need it most. This 
movement started in my life with my CADA advocate, 
then my attorney, then Amy.

It was after I arrived at CADA that I realized how far 
I was from God. I’d always had a strong faith, but 
my ex had drained me of everything good, including 
that. Out of the desperation in my situation, I started 
praying again. I remembered how much I missed 
being at Crossview, and out of curiosity I went on the 
website. It was there that I found the “I Need Help” 
page and was led to the AVA section. Amy responded 
to my form request, and we set up a meeting. 

In the months that followed, God continued to move 
the people He had placed in my life, and set me on 

the path to freedom. The charges against me were 
dropped, and an Order For Protection was put in 
place. I found an apartment and, with the help of my 
parents, a way to move my belongings out of my ex’s 
house. I continued my classes while at CADA and 
was offered a part-time paid internship. I entered 
counseling and treatment for the trauma I had been 
experiencing. Best of all, I was attending worship 
services again.

At one of those Sunday services Amy invited me to 
an AVA meeting. Because I had been treated with 
such care by the AVA team, and I knew eventually 
I would want to use my experience to help other 
women, I decided to check it out. Immediately, it 
felt like this was where I was supposed to be. After 
a few meetings, I brought up the idea of a “Beauty 
Day” based on my experiences at CADA. I knew that 
women going through domestic violence didn’t have 
time to take care of themselves, especially if they had 
children. At the time, I wasn’t quite ready to take it 
on because of all the work I still needed to do to get 
my life in order. But, after another few meetings with 
AVA, I decided I wanted to join the team and start 
being active in what God was calling me to do.

From the moment we started planning the event, 
I knew it would be special for me and a vehicle of 
healing. Seeing everything come together was so 
rewarding; I was doing what I had set out to do: make 
a difference in the lives of women who were in a 
similar place as I was just a couple years ago. Road 
to Joy fit in perfectly, and it was amazing to see how 
it touched the women at the event. I feel so blessed 
to have been an instrument of God’s work for these 
women and to be part of the AVA team!

Now, thanks to the movement of those people 
God put in my life at the right time, I graduated on 
the President’s list from South Central College, I 
completed therapy with flying colors, my internship 
turned into my full-time career, and I am looking 
into buying a home! Every day I wake up, I have a 
purpose. And every time I think some part of my day 
is tough? I just remember all the amazing people 
who prayed in His name and how much my Lord has 
brought me through in the past 7 years.



10

2000 Howard Drive W, North Mankato, MN 56003
(507) 387-5606 | church@crossviewcov.org | crossviewcovenant.org

Our Mission: To honor God by reaching out and building a community of disciples for Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS
crossviewcovenant.org/events

GENERAL
Team World Vision Sunday
Sunday, June 7 (9:00 & 10:30 a.m.)
See page 2 for more details.

All-Church Picnic & 5Cs 5K Fun Run/Walk
Sunday, June 14 (8:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.)
5Cs 5K Fun Run/Walk: 8:30 a.m. ($15/person)
One Worship Service: 10:30 a.m. 
Picnic: 12:00 p.m. ($5/person or $20/family)
Activities include an old-fashioned baseball game, 
pie bake-off, pie eating contest, dunk tank, kid’s 
slip & slide, and more! See page 5 for more details.

Media Center Used Book Sale
Sunday, June 21 & 28 (all morning)
Consider donating your used Christian books and 
DVDs for our Used Book Sale. Drop off donations in 
the Media Center before June 20 (labeled “For Book 
Sale”). Also remember to shop at the sale - there 
are many terrific finds, and most are only $0.25!

SENIORS
Friendship Builders Event
Friday, June 12 (1:30 p.m.)
Come and learn about Music Therapy, specifically 
how it serves the elderly population, by Kristin 
Ziemke, Board Certified Music Therapist. RSVP to 
Eleanor Kottke (388-5472) by June 9.

WOMEN
Ladies Day at the Arboretum
Friday, June 12 (7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.)
Sponsored by Prayer Ventures, this year’s theme 
is “Live Exhilarated!” Group rate: $25/person, due 
June 2 ($35/person after June 2). Optional lunch 
is $10.50, or pack your own. RSVP to Margrethe 
Eidet at 507-388-6357 or eidets@juno.com.

Mark your calendar! 
Sunday, July 5 - We will only be having 
one worship service at 10:30 a.m.

Christian Community News

Reel Faith Outdoors presents “Minnesota Fishing Event for Life” - A Fundraiser for MN Adult & Teen Challenge 
and Young Life: Saturday, June 6 - Madison Lake, MN
$100.00 entry fee guarantees your team a spot in this event, Friday night dinner, special awards, trophies 
and prizes and allows you to fish for all species. Top fundraising teams win fishing trips with professional 
anglers James Lindner, Brainerd Area, Glenn Vinton, Mississippi River, and Tom Davis - Co-founder of Reel Faith 
Outdoors, water of your choice. Trolling Motors, Sonar/GPS units and many other quality prizes will be awarded. 
Our professionals donating the fishing trips have asked that all teams should try to raise at least $400.00 if 
they can; there is no maximum. Entries accepted on a first-come, first entered basis (maximum of 50 teams). 
For entry forms, event rules and more information call 507-317-3071 or email reelfaithoutdoors@hotmail.com


