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NOVEMBER
2015TIDINGS NEWSLETTER

By Pastor Brad Jackson
Last year, I read Ann Voskamp’s book, One 
Thousand Gifts. I was challenged around the 
idea of gratitude, and how I see the world 
around me. She writes, “The practice of giving 
thanks…eucharisteo…this is the way we 
practice the presence of God, stay present to 
His presence, and it is always a practice of the 
eyes. We don’t have to change what we see. 
Only the way we see.” As I was thinking about 
the month of November, with Thanksgiving as 
our big holiday coming up, I am once again 
reminded to give thanks.

So, thank you! I am constantly moved by the 
ongoing generosity of this congregation. The 
New Testament is clear that giving should 
be characterized by three things: sacrifice, 

generosity and faithfulness. Crossview is 
a church that does all three, and for that I 
am grateful. Thank you for giving faithfully 
toward our normal budget. Thank you for 
raising money for Team World Vision. Thank 
you for putting together boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. Thank you for serving at the 
Salvation Army. Thank you, thank you, thank 
you!

Ann Voskamp also says in her book that 
“thanksgiving creates abundance.” When I 
take the time to be grateful for what God is 
doing in and through each of us, abundance 
is the outcome - an abundance of joy and 
peace and inspiration. I pray that each of us 
takes the time this month to look around, give 
thanks, and simply be grateful!

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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From Monde Schwartz & Pastor Brad Jackson

Here at Crossview, our vision is to be a community of Jesus followers transforming their families, 
neighborhoods, city and world. For the past year and a half, our church leadership has been in 
conversation to gain clarity on how God is leading us to live out that vision. 

In meetings and town halls, our church staff, council, and congregation discerned Crossview’s 
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (called a “SWOT” analysis) to identify common 
themes and unique opportunities for Crossview. Four areas stood out: 

• the need for more facility space at our Howard Drive location

• the desire to reach new people through a church plant

• the opportunity for greater local and global missional impact

• the need to better support families in our community

After identifying these four “big picture” areas, a Vision Task Force was created to start putting more 
details together. In the weeks and months ahead, they will contact other churches to gather information 
and ideas, work with Northwest Conference leadership, and meet with individuals who will help our 
leadership assess Crossview’s giving capacity so we can do our vision planning in an effective way 
(because we know that “vision costs money”). Below are the names of the Vision Task Force members 
and the areas in which they will be focusing:

• Facility Addition: Dale Carlson, Eric Raverty, Keith Stover, Chris Willard

• Church Plant: Matt Atwood, Jordann Parsons, Pastor Brad Jackson

• Missional Impact: Geoff Roise, Nancy Dobson, Landon Messner, Steve Ydstie

• Families: Monde Schwartz

Feel free to contact any Task Force member with questions or 
encouragement! And please remember to keep them in your prayers as 
they continue to seek out God’s plan for our church family.

VISION TASK FORCE UPDATE
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For the second year in a row, Crossview partnered with Team World Vision to help children in Africa 
gain access to clean water. Our 2015 team had runners and walkers of all ages (from 9 years old to 
69 years old). Many were new to running and had never completed a race before! 

Over 70 people from Crossview, along with 50 others from Christ the King, Elevate, and Hosanna, 
completed one of the Mankato Marathon races on Oct. 17 & 18. Together we’ve raised $96,400+ for 
clean water projects in Africa - providing clean water to more than 1,900 people! Congrats to our 
amazing team members, and THANK YOU to everyone who donated to Team World Vision-Crossview!

TEAM WORLD VISION - MANKATO
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Available at the Welcome Desk ($10)

The Ability to Endure 
by Michael Chitwood

National Director for Team World Vision

“This book is about pain and loss and 
heartache. It’s about being at the end of 
yourself — losing faith in anything and 
everything, and then finding hope in the 
strangest of places. Finding redemption 
where it seems least 
likely that God would 
ever show up. It’s 
about realizing our 
instinct to run when 
life gets tough. And 
it’s about wanting 
God to make life 
easier, and instead 
He gives you the 
ability to endure.” 

FROM THE TEAM MEMBERS...

“It was an amazing experience! As I was running, it was nice to 
take in God’s creation!! What would I say to someone looking 
to join us next year...do it!! It will change you!!! Can’t wait til 
next year!!” Chad Petersen

“As a new runner prior to this experience, God provided me the 
ability to endure a challenge that I previously wouldn’t have 
thought possible. It was a testimony to His Faithfulness. He 
showed me how I simply need to trust Him more.” Blake Jones

“Every mile you run, every person you meet, every dollar sweet 
people donate, changes you forever, I felt like a missionary, 
without having to leave home. It enlarged my territory, for 
sure.” Linda Holman

“What an incredible opportunity to be a member of the greater 
Church - part of something so broad-reaching it includes 
our brothers and sisters in Christ across the world. This 
experience for me was beyond helping people in need - it was 
unifying together with other churches for a common goal that 
showcases to the world our unity as Christians. Even better, 
it allowed us to reach not only across our country, but across 
the world to extend the message of God’s love. The beauty lies 
in the reality that we all belong to one another in Christ and 
need each other in different ways. It’s not a one way street. 
Although we were the suppliers of clean water, our African 
brothers and sisters gave us many gifts in return through 
this experience, including awareness, humility, gratitude, 
perspective, perseverance, appreciation, understanding and 
joy. And so much more.” 

What would you say to someone who is thinking about joining 
next year? “If you’re on the fence - do it! We need you! We want 
you! God wants you! If the thought of doing
 it next year feels uncomfortable or scary, 
that’s even more reason to! God does his 
greatest work when we surrender it all to 
him!” - Jeney Atwood

Join the 2016 Team today!
www.teamworldvision.org/team/crossview2016
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crossview
KiDS

Crossview Kids  |  Wednesday
Wednesdays, Nov. 4, 11, 18 (6:15-7:30pm)

Nov. 4: Family Pizza Dinner (5:45-6:15pm)
For ages PreK-5th grade. Children enjoy games, activities, community building, Biblical teaching, 
and small group discussions. On the first Wednesday of each month, families are invited to enjoy a 
pizza dinner together before programming begins (free-will offering).

Crossview Kids  |  Sunday
Sundays, Nov. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 (9:00 & 10:30am)

For ages PreK-5th grade. Families start together in the Worship Center. During the announcements, 
children are invited to leave the Worship Center and join their peers for smaller community in an 
age-appropriate learning environment.

          November’s Theme (Preschool)                                     November’s Theme (K-5th Grade)   

Moms & Muffins
Saturday, Nov. 7 (9:30-11:00am)  //  Monday, Nov. 9 (9:30-11:00am)

Moms of nursery-age children (newborn-36 months) are invited to join us for muffins, coffee or 
juice, and playtime! Enjoy our great nursery space while connecting with other moms at Crossview. 
No RSVP needed! For more details, contact Johanna (johannagalles@crossviewcov.org or 507-
387-5606).

GIVE
THANKS

moms
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Fantastic Fridays
Friday, Nov. 6 (6:00-7:30pm)

Fantastic Fridays is an open play night for families 
of preschoolers. Get to know other parents while 
the children ride trikes, tumble on mats and more 
(older siblings welcome too). No RSVP needed!

C.H.A.O.S.
Friday, Nov. 13 (6:00-7:30pm)

Have you ever bailed out of an airplane? Have 
you ever ventured deep into a land where your 
life, freedom, or resources would likely be taken 
from you? Have you felt that God wanted you to 
do something, but lacked the faith to act? Join us 
and we’ll send you airborne, place you in enemy 
territory, and look at some of the ways God is 
asking you to trust Him as 4th & 5th graders.

Save the date! On Dec. 11 (6:00-10:00pm) MEGA 
CHAOS (grades 4-8) will ring bells for the Salvation 
Army, followed by bowling at the WOWZone. 

Mark Your Calendars!
Night in Bethlehem

Wednesday, Dec. 16 (6:15-7:30pm)
“Travel back” to ancient Bethlehem, 
where you’ll taste, see, and smell what 
daily life was like when Jesus was born! 
Before the night is over the whole family 
will get to meet “Mary & Joseph” and 
hear about an amazing new baby, lying 
in the manger! This event is FREE for 
the whole family, so invite your friends 
& neighbors.

Communion Class
Sunday, Nov. 29 (12:00-1:00pm)

This class will help parents and children 
(K-5th grade) better understand 
communion. We will discuss why we do 
it, why it’s important, and when children 
are ready to participate. Resources 
for further in-depth study and home 
discussions will be available for 
purchase. Lunch is included. 

Pre-registration is required by Nov. 25. 
Contact DeAnna to register (507-387-
5606 or dpetersen@crossviewcov.org).

preschool

4th & 5th grade

families

k-5th grade
Baby Blessings Class

Wednesday, Nov. 11 (6:30-7:30pm)
This class is for families who would like to have 
their children baptized or dedicated at Crossview. 
We’ll talk about the differences between baptism 
and dedication, and share practical tools to help 
you influence your baby’s spiritual life. Childcare 
provided. Contact Johanna (507-327-3517 or 
johannagalles@crossviewcov.org to register).

parents
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Nerf Wars (Middle & High School) 
Friday, Nov. 20 // 6:30-9:00pm
Prepare for battle! Nerf Wars is a great opportunity 
to invite your friends and come on out for a night 
of epic Nerf battles! For more information, go to 
www.crossviewstudents.org/nerf-wars

PlanetWisdom Trip (Middle & High School)
Friday, Dec. 4 - Saturday, Dec. 5
This is a trip for students wanting to take a next step 
in their faith journey. PlanetWisdom is passionate 
about empowering students to become thinking, 
growing, authentic followers of Jesus Christ. Deadline 
to signup is Nov 22. For more information, go to 
www.crossviewstudents.org/planetwisdom

Mega-CHAOS (Middle School)
Friday, Dec. 11 // 6:00-10:00pm
A few times throughout the year, middle school students 
are invited to be a part of Mega-CHAOS, a special night 
for 4th-8th grade students to get crazy and have fun 
together! On Friday, Dec. 11, we will be ringing bells for 
the Salvation Army, followed by bowling at the WOWZone. 
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Have you ever thought about what life would be like 
if you didn’t have a warm bed to sleep in, or a roof 
over your head to keep you out of the rain or the 
snow? Did you even realize that there are homeless 
kids in Mankato? At the Sleep Out (Oct. 3-4, 2015), 
I got to see what it’s like to be a homeless teenager 
in the Mankato area.

The Reach Drop-In Center is able to help homeless 
youth. A lot of clients who are at high risk of being 
homeless are between the ages 18 and 23, and some 
have been younger than 18! This may be because 
the teen doesn’t have a stable family environment 
or doesn’t have a family at all. This year, Crossview 
youth, along with many other churches in our area, 
raised money to get new washers and dryers for The 
Reach, so that clients might be able to wash and dry 
their clothes for nothing. The entire Sleep Out event 
raised $2,580.96, with Crossview students raising 
$601.96!! 

During the Sleep Out, we went on a tour through 
the Drop-In Center, which had a huge impact on 

me and many others. The first thing that I noticed 
was all the artwork and quotes that hung from the 
walls and the ceiling. One poster in particular stood 
out to me. It was a long yellow piece of paper with 
handprints on it. Inside the hands were wishes from 
the students; things like a “loving family, roof over 
my head, warm bed.” 

The Reach has moved to a bigger and better building 
since last year’s Sleep Out. They have an art room, 
a hang-out room, a kitchen and a dining room, 
offices, and a place for clients to get clothes. All of 
the workers were super excited about the move, and 
excited to show off the building to all of us. Seeing 
how excited and enthusiastic they were about their 
job was inspiring. 

We are here to help make a difference in the Mankato 
area. To learn that there are kids so close by that are 
homeless was eye-opening. The Reach can’t do it 
all! We all have the opportunity to help them. Check 
out “The Reach Drop-In Center” on Facebook to see 
how you can help fight homelessness in Mankato.

Mankato Sleep Out 2015                By EJ Holz, high school student
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A couple years ago, I noticed a deficit in my 
personality - details are NOT my friend! When 
it came to that time of year when we could bring 
packed boxes to church for Operation Christmas 
Child, I was always stressed out! I have four kids 
- so, of course, we need to provide four boxes of 
appropriate ages, right? Then we need one of each 
suggested item to put into the box. 
And where will I get shoeboxes? I 
just threw them away last month! If 
you are at all like me, you get the 
picture. 

One of my personality strengths is 
“coming up with all sorts of clever 
ideas,” and I thought of a good 
way for the Holz family to participate in Operation 
Christmas Child - host a “Packing Party!” We invite 
anyone to come to our home and bring items of 
their choice. It’s like the “Great Minnesota Potluck” 
for shoeboxes! We supply the boxes, and they get 
filled to the brim by all the guests. Each box costs 
about $7 to ship to another country, so Samaritan’s 
Purse asks for the donation for each box. We offer 

a bucket for people to donate what they can, and 
then we register all the boxes to track where they 
go. Last year, some of our boxes went to Tanzania. 
Have your kids look that up on a map! 

Operation Christmas Child has delivered shoeboxes 
to children across the globe since 1993 - 124 million 
of them, in fact! When we send our boxes, we are 

encouraged to send personal notes 
in the boxes, telling a bit of who we 
are. On their site, you can see many 
videos which have been produced, 
showing the delight of the kids upon 
receiving their gifts. These videos 
are the thankful response. What a 
beautiful “conversation!” We are 
able to, in a small way, give a nod to 

the great Connector, Jesus, and demonstrate God’s 
love in a tangible way to children in need around 
the world.

This year our goal is to fill 100 boxes. Wow. Even if I 
were a very detailed person, I wouldn’t be able to do 
that. But God uses His people to bring out the best 
in all of us - deficits and all!

“Conversations” with Children Across the World!                
by Ashlyn Holz

Bring your packed boxes to Crossview now through Sunday, Nov. 22 at 11:30am! Boxes can be 
placed by the “Operation Christmas Child” sign near the Media Center. On Nov. 22, we will gather up 
the boxes and transport them to one of the “Shoebox Collection Week Drop-Off Sites.” Questions? 
Contact DeAnna Petersen (dpetersen@crossviewcov.org or 507-387-5606).
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Church Family Updates
From Ann Long: Thank you to my church family for so many years of spiritual friendship! It has been a joy 
to worship and serve together for nearly 40 years. My new address is: 4311 Ruger Ct, Pueblo, CO 81008.

CROSSVIEW COVENANT CHURCH
General Fund Financial Report (July 1-Sept. 30, 2015)

Expected Income    $330,472
Actual Income                                    $289,840 
Actual Expenses                      $292,014
Actual Shortage/Excess                 - $    2,174 

Budgeted weekly giving: $25,378

Actual average weekly giving: $23,605 

Our Fiscal Year runs from
July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016

Christian Community News

Gentle Shepherd Ministries Fall Banquet: Tuesday, Nov. 10 (6:30-8:00pm) at Crossview
A free catered dinner will be served. Higher Call Quartet will be in concert. There will be a GSM Presentation 
and testimonies, and a free-will offering will be received for GSM. To register, please contact Jerry David 
(507-327-1480 or gsminfaith@gmail.com).

• • • NEWS & NOTEWORTHY • • •

NEW! Sundays, Nov. 15 & 22 (9:00am) at Crossview
Financially speaking, one of the best things you can do to reach your 
financial goals is to create and follow a spending plan. It’s not about 
restraining you – it’s about freeing you! But, where do you start? 
In two sessions, Creating a Spending Plan provides quick, practical 
help by applying God’s wisdom to your finances. This is a great class 
to take before the holidays! Contact the church office (507-387-5606 
or church@crossviewcov.org) to sign up.

Join us at Crossview on Saturday, Dec. 5! The original 
Livestock Music Fest is kicking off a community-wide 
Christmas season event like none other! TWO spectacular 
concert events under one roof, aimed at celebrating and 
giving back to those in need through the powerful, life-
sustaining gifts of livestock animals. 
~ Main Concert featuring Chris August & Dara Maclean ~  

~ Kids’ Concert featuring Slugs and Bugs Christmas ~  
For more details and to purchase tickets, go to 
www.livestockmn.com

saturday, DEC. 5 at Crossview
MAIN CONCERT: $20 ~ KIDS’ CONCERT: $10
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2000 Howard Drive W, North Mankato, MN 56003
(507) 387-5606 | church@crossviewcov.org | crossviewcovenant.org

Our Mission: To honor God by reaching out and building a community of disciples for Jesus Christ.

UPCOMING EVENTS crossviewcovenant.org/events

GENERAL

Newcomer Meet & Greet
Sunday, Nov. 15 (10:00am)
If you’re newer to Crossview, join us for a few 
minutes after the first service. You’ll have a 
chance to meet a few of our staff, ask questions, 
learn more about Crossview’s ministries, and find 
resources that can help you grow in your faith. For 
more details, contact Lori Roos (507-387-5606 or 
loriroos@crossviewcov.org).

Prayer & Praise Gathering
Wednesdays, Nov. 4 & 18 (6:30-7:30pm)
Come for an hour of prayer and praise time in the 
Worship Center, hosted by Prayer Ministry volunteers. 
Open to all adults.

Wednesday Night Community Conversations
Wednesday, Nov. 11 (6:30-7:30pm)
Participants will have an opportunity to share ideas 
and perspectives on a variety of faith topics. Coffee 
and snacks provided. For more information, contact 
Dave Newell (dave@evolve-consulting.com).

Project Days
Thursday, Nov. 12 (9:00-11:30am)
Projects include: tie blankets, “pillowcase” dresses, 
greeting cards and more. Gently-used pillowcases 
and embroidery supplies (thread, plastic hoops and 
needles) needed! Donations may be dropped off in the 
church office. All are welcome!

Discover (Membership) Class
Sunday, Nov. 22 (12:00-2:30pm)
This class is required for membership, but is also a 
great opportunity for anyone to learn more about 
Crossview, our ministries, and our denominational 
family. Lunch is provided and childcare is available. 
Email church@crossviewcov.org to register.

SENIORS
Friendship Builders Potluck
Thursday, Nov. 12 (12:00pm)
(Please bring main dish, salad or dessert). Friendship 
Builders will be packing shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child. Bring items for a boy or girl between 
the ages of 5-9. (We need extra shoeboxes.) Contact 
Eleanor (507-388-5472) by Nov. 9 and let her know 
what items you’ll be bringing. Note: a $7 donation will 
be sent with each shoebox. We packed 35 boxes last 
year, let’s do it again!

Next step for

newcomers!

Join us on The Table at crossviewcov.table.org
The Table is a resource that helps us to live out a Christ-centered, gospel-centered life in the context of the 
Crossview community. It’s a private social network, just for Crossview. The Table makes it easier for you to 
connect, pray for and serve with others in your church family, with features like:
• a Prayer Wall (to post prayer requests & pray for others)
• a Serve App (offer your skills, share your belongings with others at Crossview, or ask for help)
• a Groups Directory (find ministry groups and fun groups based on life-stages or interests) 
Log in at crossviewcov.table.org (If you received an email inviting you to be a part of a Table group, use the 
link in that email to register.)


